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AT, FET T F9A #igR, ISAfaaT q@a
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arTgd, dfer satdte afaaa s, @ favam
a1z Fr ) o fract au a9A g e
A, Pagar, qRaEwTaTur, wEfTeEr, STl st
g § ST . g gAgdEL ikl wiE
2. qTE WA A(Ar FIAIT FIT AT

() ar. v FRehe S, <.,
TaEa. A (FFH 29-%-2¢%0, T RE-%-1’40.)

wET gATATE o fagia, sTrE, qavara A
3% faufor T 1@ WIEHTUSIAT qfgedr =T AT
J1Ar AT,

dfw qliaa ¢ w1 daT (26¢¢), /. T afger
T (24:3), TR T ufgwr af (2¢RY), U, AT
(gexe) aisam faamfayfaa e Flegga A
qreara gfase @, fe. & doeg o oA faai
FATEIS AMASE I 9 WA, ARABAT AEOAT
dfeqa, fagaamaa Ma® aisar aQa0T FF F9
5 Itsqr I55ae aid Ay Tand fasfes. §e,
qUE 7 Shew WAal S9E g, AT At
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Names of the Principal Judges

of Kolhapur
1867 to 1968

Shri Mahadev Govind Ranade,
M. A, LL. B. ( Nyayadhish of Kolhapur
September 1867 to March 1868).
Shri Gopal Govind Phatal,
Nyayadhish,

Shri Vishwanath Govind Cholkar,
Nyayadhish.

Khan  Bahaddur Meherjibhai

- Kuwariji, C. L. E. Sar-Nyayadhish,

Shri Balwant Narayan Joshi, B. A,
LL. B. 1882 till his death on 23-2-1898,
Shri Krishnaji Narayan Panditrao,
B. A, LL. B. 1898 to 1911.

Shri Vishwanath Ballal Gokhale,
B. A, LL. B. 1-5-1912 to 1921.

Shri Annasaheb Babajirao Chou
gule, B. A, LL. B. 13-1-1922 f{o
30-5-1931.

Chief Judges of the Kolhapur High

10.

11.

12

Court

Shri A. B. Chougule, 31-5-1931 {ill
his death on 3-7-1933.

Rao Bahaddur Raghunath Pandu-
rang Sawant, B. A., LL. B. Bar-at-Law
3-7-1933 to 5-7-1943,

Diwan Bahaddur Ramchandra
Martand Bhise, B. A., LL, B. 5-7-1943
to 2-4-1945.

Rao Bahaddur Vinayak Narayan
Deo, B. Sc. LL. B. 2-4-1945 {o 1-3-1946,
After establishment of Joint High Court

15

16

17

21

e —

18,
19,

20,

22,
23.
24.
25,

26.

for Kolhupur and the, Deccan States,
Cliel Judge of that High Court from

Lol 1946 (o 1421947,

Sie Marsldhabhai Vijjubhai Diva=
tln, M. A., L1, B, Chief Judge of thel
fobint High Court 1-3-1946 to 31-8-1946,

Shel Narayanrno Swamirao Lokur,
A, LL, 1, Chief Judge of the Joint
HHpgh Court from 2-4-1947 to 30-6-1947,
From 147-1947 (o 28-2-1949 .Chief gudge
ol the Kaolhapur High Court.

Diateiet Judges after Merger

Shrl 8. B, Palekar, B.A., LL.B. 5-5-49
ta 204450 ;
Shel 8. ML Naik, M. A, LL. B. 8-5-50
toy 23.4-581,
Shel, M. 8. Patil, B.A., LL. B. 28-4-58
to 12252,
Shel V. G. Jamkhindi, M. A., LL. B
17-3-52 to 10-3-56.
Shei R, S, Ambekar, B.A,, LL. iy
23456 to 1-10-56. : ]
Shri V. B. Raju, M. A_,1,C.S. 31-10-5(
to 15-12-58, .
Shri L, M. Paranjape, M. A,, LL, I§
15.-12.58 to 27-9-60.
Shri ‘I'. P. Ghogale, B. A,, LL. I
27.9-60 to 20-12-60.
Shri R. K. Ranade, L. L. M, 20-5-6F
to 7=12-62,
Shri P, S. Malvankar, M. A,, LL. I}
13-12-62 to 12-6-66,
Shri R. K. Joshi, B.A,, LL.B. 13-6-68
to 4-4-68,
Shri Karnik, B.A., LL. B. 17-4-
—e=age—
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fafag strzaon

(Shri V. A. Naik, a retired Judge of the
Bombay High Court, now the President of the
Industrial Court Bombay and a jurist writes : )

My reminiscences in regard to my
association with the Kolhapur Bar

(1) Inor about August 1947 1 got myself
enrolled as a High Court Pleader of the Kolhapur
High Court Bar. This date turned out to be of
great impertance in my personal career. | had not
taken care to get myself enrolled as an Advocate
of the Bombay High Court. In 1955 when I was
holding the post of Registrar of the High Court
a question was raised as to whether the post of
the Registrar is a judicial service, [ submitted a
minute on that point to the then Chief Justice of
the Bombay High Court Shri M. C. Chagla.
Therein I pointed out that since I was not enrolled
as an Advocate of the High Court of Bombay I
would be in difficulties in case the period of
holding office as the Registrar is excluded. In the
coursc of personal discussion I mentioned the fact
that 1 was enrolled as an High Court Pleader of
the Kolhapur High Court. I referred to Article
217, Explanation B and pointed out that being
an Advocate of any High Court in any area within
India, as defined by the Government of India Act,
1935, amounts to sufficient qualification. Shri
Chagla agreed with my view. He had noted the
date of my enrollment as an High Court Pleader

of the Kolhapur High Court. After completion
of 10 years from that date he recommended my
name for appointment as a Judge of the Bombay
High Court. The view expressed by Shri Chagla
was not then accepted and I had to wait till
completion of ten years of judicial service which
came to the fag 'end of 1958. Itis interesting to
note that recently the Supreme Court has decided
that being an Advocate in any territory of India,
as defined by the Government of India Act, 1935,
is as good a qualification as being enrolled as an
Advocate of any of the High Courts in the then
British India. Although my enrollment of the
Kolhapur High Court Bar did not help me perso-
nally, the event became memorable by reason of
the fact that my name was recommended on that
basis and was finally rejected.

(2) 1 argued a few appeals before Justice
Madgaonkar, a retired Judge of the Bombay High
Court. He was a very stern and fastidious Judge.
He insisted upon a very clear and chronological
statement of facts and he would make notes of
the statement. He would not interfere with the
Advocate till the statement of facts was complete.
Thereafter he would start discussion. He was
particular about the phraseology used and also
about semantic. accuracy. Even at the advanced
age when he came to Kolhapur he had a very fine
memory and used to dictate his judgments with
fluency and eloquence. He cannot, however, be
called a popular.and likeable Judge.

(3) I had also many occasions to argue
appeals before Justice H. V. Divatia, a retired
Judge of the Bombay High Court. He was, in
many ways, the anti-thesis of Justice Madgaonkar.
He was very ameable and courteous to the

’-‘_J!_

mt_embers of the Bar. He presented a smiling face,
His questions used to disarm even the most
pugnacious Advocate,

4) Iconducted quite a number of appeals
before Justice Lokur, also a retired Judge of the
Bombay High Court. Juctice Lokur was a golden
mean between Justice Madgaonkar and Justice
Divatia. He used to study the appeal as carefully
as a lawyer would do, having his own notes about
the geneology, facts, etc. and also the relevant
case law. He was an extremely conscientious
and able Judge.

(5) The litigation in Kolhapur in those days
was extremely complicated, Most of the litigation
related to immoveable properties and a few to

commercial matters. The position of Inam law

and the Hindu law as applicable to the Kolhapur
State was very much uncertain and complicated,
One had to wade through a maze of Vat Hukums

- and Circulars which were more often than not

contradictory to one another. The litigants were
very good paymasters.

(6) As regards the members of the Bar T
have vivid memories about Shri Tamhankar who
was a leading Advocate on the appellate side in
those days. I worked in a number of appeals with
Shri Tamhankar. Though very much senior to me
he used to brief me, one of the reasons probablj;
was .that he could. not address the. Court in
English. Though he was B. A., LL. B., he was
not accustomed- to address the Court in English,
At the same time he was a very keen lawyer and
he had the case law on the tips of his fingers. He
could be considered to be a jurist, i
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(7) 1 need not mention the names of others

with whom I had the good fortunate of associ-
ating myself in conducting appeals since all of

them are living today.

(7. Tm Fa wee @ QR et A
g, YafAaciidas auan Yew 399 gEEAST W9
@R, 3 sraedr A fofama.)
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( Shri M. V. Paranjape who hails fro
District is a leading advocate of the Bombay
Court, He had also adorned the High Courl
for some time. He writes :)
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My contact with the Kolhapur Courts has
not been as thick as my contact with the Kolhapur
Bar. 1 will not, therefore, be able to say much
about the Kolhapur Courts as such. But since the
Bar is an indispensible part of our judicial system,
when one is acquainted with the Bar one is nece-
ssarily acquainted with the Courts to which that
Bar belongs.

My association with the members of the
Kolhapur Bar dates back to the day I started my
career as a lawyer. In fact [ am a product of the
Kolhapur Bar and I am very much proud of it.
It was in April 1949 when 1 first visited Kolhapur
as a lawyer. It was the second week of my life
as a lawyer and I wasin my teething troubles,
Kolhapur had then recently merged into the then
province of Bombay and the Kolhapur Bar and
litigants were in search of some lawyers in Bombay
to whom they could entrust their judicial work.
Having put in only two weeks as a lawyer I could
not expect that people would look to me for
satisfying their requirements. But to my amaze-
ment I found that one fine morning of May 1949,
Mr. Kashikar the then renouned practitioner of
the Criminal Bar approached me with a big bundle
of papers. He disclosed to me that it was an
appeal against an order of conviction in a
session’s case, for the offences of dacoity and
murder and he made it quite plain that he wanted
me to argue the appeal myself. | was simply
surprised and timidly expressed my doubt about
my ability to conduct the appeal without the help
of a senior. I still remember the words of advice
given by Mr. Kashikar then. He said “young
man, God helps them who help themselves and
always catch the time by fore lock. ” He assured
me that he was aware of my standing and would

not mind even if the appeal was lost, but he
warned me that he would certainly mind if the
appeal was not argued by me personally. 1 was
very curious to know why Mr. Kashikar was so
kinito me. He was good enough to disclose it.
He told me that this had been his own attitude to
every new entrant to the Bar. He said when he
entered the Bar he was similarly helped by my
maternal grand-father Shri Shripad Krishna Apte
who himself was a renouned lawyer in his own
days, and he said that was why there was a greater
reason for him to help me, That incident revealed
to me the tradition of the Kolhapur Bar- : * help
the junior as much as possible to put him on
his legs. **

In that month itself I expressed a desire to
my brother to go and meet Mr, Tamhankar the
vetran of the Kolhapur Bar. By that time Mr.
Tamhankar was leading a life of seculusion and
hardly entertained any visitors. My brother,
therefore, expressed a doubt as to whether Mr.
Tamhankar would take any interest in me. [ still
persisted and insisted upon my brother to take
me to Mr., Tamhankar. It was on a Sunday mor-
ning at about 8-00 A. M. that we called upon Mr.
Tamhankar. As luck would have it that day Mr.
Tamhankar seemed to be in a particularly cheerful
mood. I expressed to him that I was seeking his
advice and blessings. He gave his blessings
unreservedly but as to advice he would not give
any but suggested that I should watch the perfor-
mance of eminent lawyers in action,

I caught the hint and subsequently attended
the court to watch the performance of Mr. Tam-
hankar himself. It was delight to hear Mr. Tam-
hankar’s arguments delivered in fluent and chaste
Marathi, His preparation, as was usual with him,

was thorough. His narration of facts was precise.
His mastery of law was patent. He was always
courteous to the court and also to his adversary.
He was very fair to the opponent and now in
retrospect I can say that he could be a match
to any leading counsel in Bombay. Undoubtedly
he lent stature to the Kolhapur Bar.

Members of the Kolhapur Bar have unifor-
mly been good to me. But I cannot refrain from
making a particular mention of the name of
Mr. Adke, who right from the beginning and
without any reason except that I was a junior,
had taken personal interest in me. He actually
helped me and at times would remain present
in Bombay to listen to my arguments in the
cases in which he had briefed me, with the idea
that he should help me in improving my perfor-
mance from case to case. This he did at the cost
of his engagements at Kolhapur.

I had the good fortune of being instructed
by almost all members of the Kolhapur Bar and
I found that every body of them was so well
prepared that out of necessity I had also to be
fully prepared before 1 could sit with them at the
discussion table. It is in such discussions that nice
points of law and logical arguments were supplied
to me and which were passed on by me to the
Bench as my arguments, to find a place in the
law reports; but in fact they were thought out by
the instructing lawyers.

I had also some opportunities to appear in
Kolhapur Courts and I found that standards and
traditions of the Kolhapur Bar have been as high
and noble as those of the Bombay Bar.
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